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BOOK REVIEWS 

Remaking ike Mississippi. By John Latheop Mathews. (Bos- 
ton: Houghton, Mifflin Company, 1909. Pp. 265. $1.75.) 

The appearance of this book is very timely, as it meets a growing 
demand for fuller information concerning our national resources, 
aroused by the recent discussion of the needs and methods of 
conservation; while at the same time it tends to increase the 
popular enthusiasm for achievement along that line. 

The work is not a technical treatise: neither does the author 
pretend that it is an exhaustive presentation of even the general 
aspects of the problem. It is, however, at once the most com- 
plete and the most interesting account that has yet appeared of 
the stupendous work of controlling, and of converting to the 
service of mankind, the almost limitless water power and carrying 
capacity of the great system of rivers which drains the heart of 
this continent. 

In the twelve chapters of the book, the author gives a concise 
history of the work that has been going on for over a century, 
and a clear picture of present conditions and future needs. He 
describes the topography and hydrology of the various divisions 
of that vast region lying between the Alleghenys and the Rocky 
Mountains, which constitute the watersheds of the various branches 
of the Mississippi system. Each division has its own peculiar 
geographical and climatic conditions, and the stream which drains 
it presents its own special problems to the engineer; but the one 
thing which has not until recently been clearly seen by those 
who have directed the work, and which Mr. Mathews insists upon 
most emphatically, is that all are parts of one great unit, and 
that no plan will be entirely successful which does not result in a 
unified and harmonious development of the whole system. As 
he points out, great sums of money have been wasted in partial 
and piecemeal undertakings, many of which have been failures 
or worse than failures because they were done at the wrong time 
or in the wrong way. 
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The problem is national in its scope and threefold, in its nature. 
No state can accomplish much alone; and the work is too great 
for private enterprise, were there no legal obstacles or conflicting 
interests in the way of such an undertaking. It is not merely a 
problem of transportation, or power, or the preservation of adja- 
cent lands and structures, but of all three combined. The vast 
agricultural, industrial, and commercial interests which have 
grown up in these valleys during the last century constitute the 
chief reason for such a control of the run-off of water at all stages 
as will safeguard them from destruction or great loss. Incident- 
ally, in the accomplishment of this end and without greatly added 
expense, water-power development and navigation can be secured 
which will be sufficient to more than warrant all the expenditures 
involved. 

The author estimates the cost to date of the various works 
undertaken at approximately $200,000,000, and tells us what it 
will probably require to complete certain portions of the plan 
already begun; but the one thing which impresses the reader is 
not the cost, great as it is, but rather the fact that the work 
must be done sooner or later as an economic necessity. 

Carroll W. Doten. 

Boston, Mass. 



Die Arbeiterfrage in der Sudrussischen Landwirtschaft. By Simon 
Sagorsky. (Munich: Ernst Reinhardt, 1908. Pp. viii, 208. 
6m.) 

This book treats of the economic history of the peasantry and 
farmers in South Russia from the edict of emancipation of 
February 19, 1861, to the year 1904, with occasional reference 
to later data. 

The district embraced in the discussion comprises Bessarabien, 
Cherson, Taurien, Ekaterinoslaw, and Dongebiet, the country 
called the "black lands" because of its great natural fertility. 
This section of Russia is characteristically agricultural, having 
been influenced less by industrial development than any other 
part of the country. The extensive system of farming is generally 
practised, and every phase of the Russian agrarian problem can 
be found here in operation. 



